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MIRACLE CORNERS OF THE WORLD TO HOLD 12TH ANNUAL
YOUTH LEADERSHIP RETREAT

Over 50 Young Leaders from Africa, the Middle East  and the United States are Chosen from
Around the World to Participate in Leadership Build ing Program

NEW YORK, July 8, 2009 — Miracle Corners of the World (MCW), a non-profit organization that
empowers youth be positive agents of change in their local and global communities, will hold its
12" Youth Leadership Retreat in New York City and Burlington, Vermont from July 29 to August 5.
The retreat aims to help young leaders from around the world develop the skills, confidence, and
networks to be entrepreneurial agents of change.

This year, MCW expects 35 participants, aged 16 to 18, and 23 returning alumni, known as
mentors, from more than a dozen countries, including Bosnia and Herzegovina, China, Ghana,
Israel, Italy, Kyrgyzstan, Nigeria, Palestine, Rwanda, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, and the
United States to participate in the week-long event. They will be joined by first-generation
Americans from India, Pakistan and Somalia.

“This year's group of participants has such diverse and entrepreneurial visions,” said Yasmin
Elachi, the co-coordinator of the retreat. "Through the program, the participants are given the
opportunity to not only explore their own personal visions, but also to gain a network and the
capability to network that will support the realization of their vision.”

In preparing for the arrival of the young social entrepreneurs, MCW board members, volunteers
and mentors will first meet at New York University to discuss the retreat's goals and program.
Ideas on how the mentors can assist the participants in preparing their own vision plans will be a
major part of the discussion.

On July 30, the delegates and mentors will leave New York and head to Vermont, where the five-
day program, including team building activities and discussions on their communities’ challenges,
will begin. Leaders from the public, private and non profit sectors, such as Ambassador Daudi
Mwakawago, Tanzania's former permanent representative to the United Nations and MCW
advisor, Dr. David Finney, Champlain College president, Nancy Scanlon, a hospitality and tourism
studies lecturer and an MCW advisor, and Jacqueline Murekatete, a human rights activist and an
MCW fellow, alongside individuals specializing in corporate responsibility and philanthropy will lead
workshops for the participants.

Eddie Bergman, who started MCW'’s youth leadership program and co-founded MCW in 1999,
said: “MCW does its best to continue its long and successful tradition of welcoming new delegates
and bringing back past alumni from previous retreats to facilitate and engage these young leaders
in making a positive change in their local and global communities.”
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The retreat will conclude with its Open Doors Ceremony, a special evening program for MCW'’s
community of supporters, as well as the families and friends of the 2009 retreat participants. This
year, the program includes an update on MCW activities and performances by the retreat
participants. MCW will also announce the first MCW Alumni Venture Fund recipients. To RSVP for
Open Doors, email info@miraclecorners.org with 2009 Open Doors Ceremony in the subject line.

The retreat participants will be available to speak to the press on several occasions in Vermont and
in New York. To schedule an interview, call (212) 453-5811 or email info@miraclecorners.org.

ABOUT MCW’S INTERNATIONAL YOUTH LEADERSHIP RETREATS

Since 2001, MCW's youth retreats have empowered young leaders, 16-18, to realize their abilities
to make a difference in their own communities by helping them develop the skills, confidence, and
networks needed to be entrepreneurial agents of change. MCW's 12th retreat will once again be
held at Champlain College in Burlington, Vermont, where more than 60 participants will engage in
cross-cultural dialogue and social entrepreneurship activities. The program will be facilitated by
MCW Board Members, Champlain faculty and distinguished leaders from the business and non-
profit communities. Each year, MCW'’s retreat concludes with Open Doors—a special evening
program with an MCW program update and performances by the retreat delegates. This year, the
first round of MCW Alumni Venture Fund recipients will also be announced.

ABOUT MCW'’S ALUMNI VENTURE FUND

The MCW Alumni Ventures Fund was created in April 2009 to support the social entrepreneurial
efforts of alumni and graduates of MCW'’s Youth Leadership program. Each alumnus is eligible to
apply for a one-year grant, with an award of ongoing mentoring and up to $5,000 to be used as
seed capital for program implementation. Up to five grants will be awarded annually. The first
round of AVF grant recipients will be announced at MCW'’s 2009 Open Doors Ceremony on
Wednesday, August 5, 2009.

Left: 2008 Open Doors Ceremony; Right: 2008 Youth Leadership Retreat Delegates.
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