"l

INSPIRING STORIES ABGUT
HOW TO MAKE A DIFFEREN CE

86 ESSAYS WITH CONTRIBUTIONS BY

T'vrl—-ﬂw

_ "m;c JOHNSON
 ROBERT KENNEDY.JR

JEFFREY D. SACHS
AND MANY MORE...




JACQUELINE
M%EKATETE

On Genocide Preventmn

Al-.urwv.:.*r |:||’r?:-:A 1994 Rwandan Tutsi genceide, dacgueline Murekatete
. s the faunder and director of Jacquetine’s Human Rights Corner, &
3 germmde -prevention educat cfl pRgram whder the urmbrella of Miracle
. Lorners of the World, a New York-based nongrafit organization,

= miraclecorners.org/programs._partner_jaceueline

hat does a young girl do when her innocence is taken away, her

whole world is changed, and she finds herself in an enviranment

Inwhich she is told that she is no langer a human being, a child,

but an enemy of the state, a cockroach needing to be exter-

minated? What does a young girl do when her childhood is

shattered, her parents, siblings, uncles, aunts, friends murdered
by their neighbors, and she finds herself in an ervironment in
which more than a million innocent men, women, and children

are murdered simply because of their ethnicity?

When | was just nine years old, in 1994, the Tuts gencaide

in my country exposed me to horrors that no child or adult
should ever have to see, During the approximately 100 days
of Tutsi massacres, | was forced to watch ag men, women, and
children were dragged down the streets an their way ta be mur-
dered, ta listen to the screams of toddlers and infants whose
arms or legs had been hacked off with machetes, and to get
up not knowing whether | would live to see the naxt day. The
genocide in my country exposed me firsthand to the worst of
man's inhurnanity toward man, and the worst hurman-rights
violation that there is—the violation of every man's basic
right to exist, My life would never be the same again.
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The period after the genocide was a very difficull one, as | struggled to understand
what had happened in my country, | spent many days crying for the parents, six sib-
lings, aunts, uncles, cousins, and friends whom | would never see again, and at night
| was haunted by nightmares, For six years alter the genocide | found no words to
express the horrors that had occurred in my country, and | was unable 1o talk about
how rmy family had died. After arriving in the United States at the end of 1995, | kept
to myself, and spoke very vaguely about my previous life in Bwanda to my new class-

mates and friends.
-
The turning point for me, the moment when | made the transition from victim {o activ-

isl, came al the beginning of high school. | began learning about the Holocaust and
how other countries had gone through genocides. | was struck by the similarities
between these genocides and the one in my country, and | was appalled to learn that
the silence and indifference displayed by Lthe international community as my people
were being massacred was the same lype of silence and inditference that had been
the response to other genocides, before Rwanda.

After | learned about the Armenian genocide, the Holocaust, the Cambodian
genacide, and the Bosnian genocide, it became clear to me thal what had
happened in Rwanda in 1994 was not unique to Rwanda, that genocide had
happened before and could happen anywhere. | realized it was a cycle that
would continue to repeat itself for as long as we permitted it by our silence,
indifference, and lack of actions to prevent it. Genocide can be prevented, but
it requires the collective effort of all human beings around the world,

And so, in 2001, after listening to the
experiences of David Gewirtzman,
a Holocaust survivor who has since
become a good Triend and mentor
lo me, | made the decision {o create
awareness about the genccide in my
country. | knew that sharing my experiance and speaking out would not
be easy, but that it was work that had to be done.

e genocide in my countr
xposed me firsthand to the worst of
man'’s inhumanity toward man.

One important thing that people often fail ta realize about the work
of genocide prevention and human rights is that while we are often
overwhelmed by the number and variety of human-rights violations
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 GETINVOLVED

here exist numerous
things that eachof us can
do to hielp advance the work

©af genaocide prevention and

hurman rights. As an individual
anrd a citizen of any country,
rmake a daily effort te be
aware of the various injustices

. and major numan rights vicla-

tions that go on in aur world

| Beaware of the precedents
ol genecids, such as state-
sanctioned discrimination,
i dehurrarezation of certain

greups of people, racism, anti-

¢ Semitizm, and hate, among

other precedents. And, aware
of these injustices, make an
effart ta mobilize cthers and
begin & collectiva effort to

o fight these things, whether in

your school, carmmunity, ar in

a distant country.
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MODERN DAY GENDCIDES

Armenian Genoclde
[1215-1923) caused

1.5 millien deaths.

The Holocaust
[1%33=1945) caused the

deaths of an estimated & mil-

Lion Jews, at least 1.5 millian
non-Jlewish Pollsh citizens,
200,000 individuals with
mental or physical disabili-
ties, approximately 10,000
hormosexuals, and 20,000
Roma ar Gypsies.

Cambodian Genocide
[1%75-197%] The Khmer
Rouge Killed approximately
2million people,

The Rwandan Genocide
April-July 1994] caused
more than 1 million deaths.
Thie Darfur Conflict
[2003-present] has caused

an estimated £00,000 deaths
ta date.

The Srebrenica Massacre
[July 1995] Serbian forces
killed an estimated & 000
Muslims in Bosnia,

Genocide can be prevented, but
it requires the collective effort of all

human beings around the world.
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around the warld, and while we often feel paralyzed by the enormity of it all, all it
takes to end major violations and to have a positive impact on the world is the hard
wark, determination, and effarts of ordinary individuals who usze ordinary resources
like their voices and time.

When | began my aclivism in genocide prevention and human rights, | did not know
that |, a girl of sixteen, could make a difference. But as a result of the more than
300 presentations | have delivered in the past seven years, my genocide-prevention
educatipn work has been embraced by hundreds of U.S.~based schoals, universities,
and faith-based communities, and by diverse groups of peaple all over the warld, As
a result of my decision to make a positive impact on the world, others have follawed
my lead, investing their rescurces in my wark and joining me to educate people, young
people in particular, as to how to transfarm hate and achisve persanal goals in ways

; o +that foster peaceful coexistence among all human beings. My team has grown to
include students, global leaders, entertainers, educatars, and notewarthy Holocaust!
genocide scholars and human-rights activists worldwide.

There is no doubt that many significant improvements have been made in genocide
prevention, More than ever befare, human beings are realizing how interdependent we
are and are finally waking up to the fact that a mare peaceful warld can be achieved
anly through the collective efforts of individuals, And whether change is institutional,
such asthe creation of the UN's Office of the Special Advisor on the Prevention of Geno-
cide or of an international-relations concept like the Respansibility to Protect (hoth of
which were conceived in an effert to determine the best way Lo intervene and deliver
aid to people in grave conflicts around the world), or change is effected by the invalve-
ment of young people in student anti-genocide organizations and clubs like STAND
or the Genocide Intervention Network, | and other human-rights activists know thal
progress is being made, that our time and daily efforts
are not being wasted.

Unfortunately, with hate crimes continuing to take place
in the United States, child soldiering and crimes against
humanity in northern Uganda and Congo, and religiously
and ethnically motivated violence in the Middle East and
the Balkans, we also know that our wark is anything but done. Even in the twenty-first
century, genacide or the intent of governments to commit genocide remains a reality
that we cannet afford to ignere, as the current situation in Darfur illustrates, The work
ol genocide-prevention education is more necessary than ever.

I remain eptimistic that a world without genocide is possible. Genocide is not & crime
that arises in a vacuum or happens overnight, as | ften tell my audiences, There are
warnings, and thus there are always opportunities for us o intervene, by fighting the
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conditions that allow genocide (o lake place. Before being systematically murdered, a | TSR ENINETELTIEN]

group |5 usually victimized by state-sanctioned discrimination, prejudice, dehuman-  © |n 2005 the World Summit
ization, and individual murders, with impunity for the murderers. This was the case for ~ adopted the Responsibility
Rwandan Tutsis before the genocide in 1994, as it was the case for the Jewish people (g FEIAC dor Toine. Agree-

ing that when crimes against
hurmanity are committed and

. i ; i a state |s unable or unwill-
Therefore, in seeking to create a world without genocide, we must look out for these ing to protect its people, the

| conditions, these warnings, in our own countries and in the world at large. We must international community
speak out against these injustices whensever and wherever we identify them, and  : throughthe UN has an obliga-
every day each and every one of us must work to create more equitable, democratic, etz intarveng,
and tolerant sccieties around the world. Only by doing this can we really hope to
transform the “never again” said after the Holocaust from promise into practice,
from hope into reatity.

before the Holocaust and for other victims of genocide before Rwanda,
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